Funky Monkeys 
Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND)

	EYFS: 31.6, 1.7, 2.3, 2.5, 3.20, 3.27, 3.28, 3.67, 3.73


This policy has been created with regard to:

· The SEND Code Of Practice 2015

· Children and Families Act 2014 (Part 3)

· Equality Act 2010

· Working Together to Safeguard Children (2018)

· Statutory Framework for the EYFS (2017)

Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) code of practice.

The setting has regard to the statutory guidance set out in the Special Educational Needs and Disability code of practice (DfE 2015) to identify, assess and make provision for children’s special educational needs. 

At Funky Monkeys we use the SEND Code of Practice (2015) definition of Special Educational Needs and Disability:

A child or young person has SEN if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for special educational provision to be made for him or her.

A child of compulsory school age or a young person has a learning difficulty or disability if he or she:

· has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same age, or

· has a disability which prevents or hinders him or her from making use of facilities of a kind generally provided for others of the same age in mainstream schools or mainstream post-16 institutions.

Statement of intent

We are committed to the inclusion of all children. All children have the right to be cared for and educated to develop to their full potential alongside their peers through positive experiences, to enable them to share opportunities and experiences and develop and learn from each other. We provide a positive and welcoming environment where children are supported according to their individual needs and we work hard to ensure no children are discriminated against or put at a disadvantage as a consequence of their needs. Each child’s needs are unique, therefore any attempt to categorise children is inappropriate.

We are committed to working in partnership with parents in order to meet their child’s individual needs and develop to their full potential. We are committed to working with any child who has a specific need and/or disability and making reasonable adjustments to enable every child to make full use of our facilities. All children have a right to a broad and well-balanced early learning environment.

Where we believe a child may have additional needs that have previously been unacknowledged, we will work closely with the child’s parents and any relevant professionals to establish if any additional action is required.

Where a child has additional needs, we feel it is paramount to find out as much as possible about those needs; any way that this may affect his/her early learning or care needs and any additional help he/she may need by:

· Liaising with the child’s parents and, where appropriate, the child 

· Liaising with any professional agencies

· Reading any reports that have been prepared

· Attending any review meetings with the local authority/professionals 

· Observing each child’s development and monitoring such observations regularly.

All children will be given a full settling in period when joining the setting according to their individual needs.

We will: 

· Recognise each child’s individual needs and ensure all staff are aware of, and have regard for, the Special Educational Needs Code of Practice 

· Ensure that all children are treated as individuals/equals and are supported to take part in every aspect of our day according to their individual needs and abilities

· Include all children and their families in our provision

· Identify the specific needs of children with special educational needs and/or disabilities and meet those needs through a range of strategies

· Encourage children to value and respect others 

· Provide well informed and suitably trained practitioners to help support parents and children with special educational difficulties and/or disabilities

· Monitor and review our practice and provision and, if necessary, make adjustments, and seek specialist equipment and services if needed

· Challenge inappropriate attitudes and practices 

· Promote positive images and role models during play experiences of those with additional needs wherever possible

· Celebrate diversity in all aspects of play and learning.

· Work in partnership with parents and other agencies in order to meet individual children's needs, including the education, health and care authorities, and seek advice, support and training where required

We will:

· Have high aspirations for all children and support them to achieve to their full potential

· Develop respectful partnerships with parents and families 

· Ensure that the provision for children with SEN and/or disabilities is the responsibility of all members of staff in the setting through training and professional discussions

· Set out in our inclusive admissions practice on how we meet equality of access and opportunity

· Make reasonable adjustments to our physical environment to ensure it is, as far as possible suitable for children and adults with disabilities using the facilities

· Liaise with other professionals involved with children with special educational needs and/or disabilities and their families, including transition arrangements to other settings and schools. (See our transitions policy). 

· Provide privacy of children with special educational needs and/or disabilities when intimate care is being provided

· Raise awareness of any specialism the setting has to offer, e.g. Makaton trained staff

· Provide a complaints procedure and make available to all parents in a format that meets their needs e.g. Braille, audio, large print, additional languages

· Monitor and review our policy and procedures annually.

We will then work with the local authority and other bodies to ensure that the child receives the support they need to gain the best outcomes. 
Covid-19 Addendum

Vulnerable children continue to be expected and encouraged to attend educational provision where it is appropriate for them to do so (for children with education health and care (EHC) plans this will be informed by a risk assessment approach.)

Children, young people and staff who have been classed as clinically extremely vulnerable due to pre-existing medical conditions, have been advised to shield and are not expected to attend School. They will therefor not require care Before and After school.
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Signed on behalf of Funky Monkeys 
